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This article examines the lexicographical approaches to the representation of verbs
in three Bulgarian explanatory dictionaries published in the late 19th and the first half of
the 20th century. The study focuses on two lexicographical parameters: headword struc-
ture and the organisation of lexical material. The analysis shows that, in all three diction-
aries, verbs are represented by both simple and compound (combined) headwords, re-
gardless of whether the lexical material is arranged alphabetically or according to the
alphabetic-nest principle. The study concludes that Nayden Gerov’s lexicographical so-
lutions are closest to the model of verb representation adopted in Bulgarian explanatory
dictionaries from the mid-20th century onwards. It also demonstrates that Gerov was the
first Bulgarian lexicographer to employ compound (combined) headwords to represent
aspectual verb pairs.
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